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Semester system: New DU V-C and ,
protesting teachers discuss impasse

HT Correspondent

® htreparters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: The officer bearers
of the Delhi University
Teachers' Association (DUTA)
and the newly appointed vice
chancellor, Dinesh Singh, met
on Thursday to discuss the
impasse regarding implemen-
tation of semester system in the
13 undergraduate science
‘courses.

The DUTA members said the
meeting was an indication
towards an early resolution.

"We presented our case
before the vice chancellor and
maintained our position that
the science courses under the
semester system were passed

& are hopeful that with
meetings like these an
early resolution can be

reached. The ¥-C gave us

a patient hearing.
VINAY KUMAR SINGH

illegally and therefore should
not be taught. Beyond this there
is nothing much to comment
on," said Aditya Narayan Misra,
president of DUTA.

When asked about the V-C's
proposal that the university was
opento suggestions from teach-
ers about change in the course

content of the sclence courses
as reported by Hindustan
Times on Thursday, Misra said,
"There has been no concrete
proposal about this as yet. We
can take a call only when there
is one.” _

Vinay Kumar Singh, secre-
tary , DUTA, said the meeting
was a positive move. “We are
hopeful that with meetings like
these an early resolution can be
reached. The V-C gave us a
patient hearing”

Vice Chancellor Singh said
though there might not be any
substantial development to
speak about at the moment, the
fact that a process of dialogue
between the university and the
DUTA members have begun is

a positive development,

The DUTA members, too, are
hopeful that the process of dia-
logue will continue through fur-
ther meetings, so that the semes-
ter issue can be resolved soon.

Meanwhile, around 25 prin-
cipals of the various DU col-
leges met on Thursday to dis-
cuss the ‘no work, no pay' cir-
cular sent by the varsity.

"We just tock a stock of the
colleges that have released the
salaries for October keeping in
mind the netice. Around 20 col-
leges seemed to have released
the salaries with a five-day pay
cut,"” said SK Garg, principal of
Deen Dayal Upadhaya College
and president of the principals’
association.
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US wants

A FIRST Talks to build on
gains may involve Clinton, Sibal

Charu Sudan Kasturi

# charu.kasturi@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The US has proposed
an education summit involving
secretary of state Hillary Clin-
ton and human resource devel-
opment minister Kapil Sibal to
build on gains achieved in the
sector, during President Barack

Obama's visit starting Saturday.

Indian and American officials
are engaged in discussions over
the proposal which the US
wants to anncunce during
Obama’s visit, representatives
from both countries said.

The officials, however,
warned that the proposal may
be tweaked based on the dis-
cussions, adding the final pro-
posal may not be ready in time
for announcement during the
Obama trip.

“It will be discussed between
the two delegations, but it could
be touch-and-go as far an
announcement is concerned,”
a US official said.

No Indian HRD ininister has

" been involved in summit-level

discussions with an American
secretary of state.
Both ecountries are keen on

strengthening ties in education,

“asector declared as a key part-

-
-

nership area by Obama during
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s visit to the US last
November, sources said. Over
one lakh Indians travel every
year to the US for higher edu-
cation.

The two countries have
finalised the contours of the
Singh-Obama 2lst century

It (proposal for
education) will be
discussed between the two
delegations, but it could be
touch-and-go as far an
nouncement is concerne
US official

Knowledge Initiative annou-
nced by Obama last year.

A joint working group of US
and Indian officials will pick
Indian and American universi-
ties for grants,

The Indian team will consist
of former Deihi University Vice-

.

Chancellor Deepak Nayyar, .

HRD ministry additional sec-
retary Sunil Kumar and min-

Jdstry joint secretary Amit

Khare, The US team will con-
gist of three officials from the
United States-India Educa-
tional Foundation (USIEF).
Officials of the two countries
are however still undecided on
the US proposal for a summit
between Clinton and Sibal.
The US wanted the summit
announced during the

"Obama visit, an American gov-

ernment representative here
confirmed.

“We believe the summit can
add symbolic and tangible
momentum to the educational
ties...” the official said.

India has hinted it prefers a
more regular and broad-hased
bilateral mechanism for tatks
in education over a summit.
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SIBAL UNVEILS
MINORITY
EDUCATION
STRATEGY

Charu Sudan Kasturi

® charu kasturi@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Humar resource
development minister Kapil
Sibal has asked his ministry to
formulate a minority education
strategy focusing on reviving
dying crafts practiced by
Muslim artisans, many of whom
now live virtually in penury.
The strategy will focus on
hamlets of traditional artisans
and craftsmen. It will include
training them in modern skills
needed to keep their craft alive,
and on taking these crafts to
modern educational institutions,
government sources have said.
“We want to make these tra-
ditional arts and crafts a part
of mainstream education so that
today’s students learn about
them study them, and take these
crafts forward,” an official said.
Knowledge is passed on from
generation to generation in the
famnilies of these artisans, but is

2 want fo make thess
traditional arts and crafts
a part of mainstream
education so that today's
students learn about

them study them...
KAPIL SIBAL

not expanding beyond these
select families. The new strate-
gyisbased on concerns that the
knowledge held by them may
soon expire unless taught to a
broader segment of students.
Sources cited the example of
Islamic architecture, which is
understood and practiced only
by families involved in building

and maintaining structures like-

mosques, “There is a need to
include this knowledge as a part
of mainstream education in arc-
hitecture schools,” a source said.

The HRD ministry is keen to
involve leading Muslim educa-
tionists and philanthropists in
this project. “We will soon call
a meeting with select Muslim
educationists and philanthro-
pists,” a source said,
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lixam for lawyers

to decide eligibility

Nagendar Sharma
m nagendar. sharma®hindustantimas,com

NEW DELHI: For the first {ime,
around 25,000 fresh law grad-
uates will appear in a manda-
tory open book written exam
on December 5, the result of
which will determine whether
they would be eligible to prac-
tice as lawyers in Indian courts.

The exam will be conducted
by Bar Council of India (BCI),
the regulator for legal profe-
ssion and education in the coun-
try, in nine languages$ and in 27

centres across the eountry. -

~ “The exam will be of three

hours and 30 minutes duration
with mainly multiple-choice
questions to be answered by

ticking the correct one. The can-

didates will be allowed to use
reference books during the
exam,” said professor VB
Coutinho, the chairman of BCI's
directorate of legal education.

Candidates will have to score
a minimum of 40% marks to
qualify this exam, but there is
no limitation on number of cha-
nees for a candidate to pass this
test, which will be held twice a
year from 2011 onwards,

BCI sources said the move

25,000 ASPIRING
LAWYERS WILL TAKE
THETESTONDECS, T0 .
BE CONDUCTED BY THE

RO L

to hold the exam followed a
direction from the Supreme
Court last year, following which
the law ministry included it in
the blueprint for legal reforms.

“The Advocates Act, 1961,
may need to be re-visited in con-
sultation with the senior mem-
ber of the Bar to consider re-
introduction of mandatory
apprenticeship and introduc-
tion of a qualifying exam for
advocates before admission to
the bar,” says the ministry’s
blueprint approved by the union
cabinet in December last year.

Asked about the reported
proposal from the law ministry
to postpone the exam, a BCI
functionary said :“We have not
been approached so far. More-

over barely four weeks before

the exam for which nearly
25,000 students have paid
1,300 each and are preparing,
it would not be possible.”
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ISRO to concentrate on eduuﬂion

and health- D K. Radhakrishnan

“The future thrust areas for Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO) will be in food
and water security, weather and climate , en-
vironment and ecosystem, sustainable devel-
opment, support for informed decision mak-
ing, education and health care, skill develop-
ment and rural communications, as well as
disaster management,” remarked. Dr. K. Rad-
hakrishnan, Chairman, ISRO.
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E-LEARNING T0
REAGH MORE
DU GOLLEGES

Joyeeta Ghosh

W joysala.ghosh®hindystantimas.com

NEW DELHE: Delhi University's
Institute of Life Long Learning
(TLLL), an initiative to take the
processes of teaching and
learning beyond classrooms,
might have a presence at sev--
eral more colleges.

Speaking to Hindustan
Times, vice chancellor Dinesh
Singh said, "We need to have
smaller ILLLs to reach out to
more students and increase the
level of interaction between
teachers and students.”

He said increasing use of
technology could help over-
come problems of infrastruc-
ture such as lack of classrooms,

ILLL, which was started in
2007, has been involved in
developing e-content for stu-
dents. An e-portal launched in
June this year hosts e-quizzes,
e-lectures, e-labs and e-lessons,
e-classes and more recently e-
helper and e-paper.

All the content is designed
to help students understand
classes better, interact with
teachers and help students pre-
pare for examinations,
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Govt OKs
video link for
lIM board -
meetings :
Mathang Seshagirl |

Bangalore: Welcome to the
new-age board meetings at
India’s elite B-schools. Re-
liance CMD Mukesh Amban{
need not snake through Ban-
galore's chaotic traffic to
make it on time for the board
meeting at the Indian Insti-
tute of Management-Banga-
lore (IIM-B), where he is the
chairman (board of gover-
nors). Next time, he can click-
start the meeting from any
corner of the world.

Paving the way for e-board
meetings at all Indian Insti-
tutes of Management, the
HRD Ministry headed by
Kapil Sibal has approved par-
ticipation in board and soci-
ety meetings through video-
conferencing. :

Several IIMs have been re-
porting non-participation by
high-profile corporate mem-
bers and officials during
board of governors meetings
due to the fact that they are
members of several other
boards simultaneously, and
it becomes impossible for
them to attend the meetings
of IIMs which are located in
different states. In fact, 50%
of the members did not turn
up for the IIM-B board meet-
ing on September 7. .

Some of the members and
chairpersons of IIM boards
include Kris Gopalkrishnan
(Infosys), Jamshed J Irani
(Tata Sons), A C Muthiah
(SPIC), R C Bharvaga (Maru-
ti Suzuki), Kiran Mazumdar
Shaw (Biocon)and L N Jhun-
Jjhunwala (Bhilware Groupy,

With the HRD ministry
giving its green signal, board
members can now participate
in discussions and even cast
their votes through video-
conferencing,

The ministry of law
and justice, which examined
the issue, has held participa-
tion in e-hoard meetings
legally valid.
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Hemophilia drug raises

heart disease risk

sing high doses of Novo Nordisk's

anti-clotting medicine to treat
dangerous bleeding in non-haemophiliacs
may raise therisk of heart attack or related
complications, researchers said on
Wednesday. The drug, NovoSeven, is a
genetically engineered version of factor VI,
akey protein missing in some people with
the bleeding disease haemophilia. An
analysis of 35 studies found that the overall
likelihood that an artery would clog was
68% higher with NovoSeven therapy
compared toaplacebo.
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Pancreas-transplant
breakthrough raises

hopes for diabetics

Pisa (Italy): Italian doc-
tors have carried out the
world's first robotically-as-
sisted pancreatic trans-
plant in an operation that
could help diabetes suffer-
erseverywhere, they said.
The robotically-assist-
ed operation “creates new
prospects for the treatment
of diabetics,” because its
- “mini-invasive”  nature
- strongly reduces post-oper-
. ation complications, the
. team at the university hos-
. pitalinPisasaid. The robot-
. ic technique allows sur-
geons to carry out the
. transplant through three
i . small holes and a 7cm inti-
sion, the hospital said.
“This will put an end to
the decades-old dilemma of
whether it's possible to do
pancreatic transplants be-
cause the operation is so in-
vasive whendone in thetra-
ditional way,” Ugo Boggi,
who heads the team, said.
The transplant was car-
. ried out on a 43yearold
i mother of two who had suf-
. fered from type one diabetes
. since she was 24 years old
. andhad already had a kidney
- transplant. The patient suf-
fered no complications from

SWEET SUCCESS: The *Da
Vinci SHDI robot’ carries out the
transplant at Pisa's University
Cisanello Hospital

the three-hour operation.
Pancreatic transplants
have been very invasive until
now because of the organ’s
vascular structure and the
fragility of diabetic patients,
who in 50% of cases develop
post-operative problems. The

-medical team carried out the

operation with the assistance
of the “Da Vinci SHDI robot™
— a large machine with sev-
eral arms — designed in the
multidisciplinary  Robotic
Surgerycentre inPisa. arp
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Now, power
will flow |
through
windows

Washington: Scientists have
fabricated transparent thin
films capable of absorbinglight
and generating electric charge
over arelatively large area,

The material, scientists at
the US department of energy’s
(DOE) Brookhaven National
Laboratory and Los Alamos
National Laboratory say, could
be used to develop transparent
solar panels or even windows
thatabsorb solarenergytogen-
erate electricity The material
consists of a semiconducting
polymer doped with carbon-
rich fullerenes. Under carefuil-
ly controlled conditions, the
material self-assembles teform
a reproducible pattern of mi-
cron-size hexagon-shaped cells
over arelativelylarge area.

The material remainslarge-
ly transparent because the po-
lymer chains pack densely only
at the edges of the hexagons ,
while remaining loosely
packed and spread very thin
across the centers. The scien-
tists fabricated the honeyoomb
thin films by creating a flow of
micrometer-size water droplets
across a thinlayer of the polym-
er/filllerene blend solution.
These water droplets self-as-
sembled intolarge arrays with-
inthe polymer solution. am
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‘Pariahs no more?
Isro, DRDO to be
off entities list

Announcement To Be Made Tomorrow

TALKING POINTS

US dual-use export control system is managed by the
department of commerce

India’s demands ¢ What US wants of us
from US » Tightly separate Isrg's missile and

» But India in the same - participate

» Remove all 11 Indlan . commercial activitles as well as between
entities from the * DRDO's strategic missile programmesand -~ . <%
Entities List * | other defence activities where the US can |

remalning on the # o India. The
lst, rework icensing . membership

of approval fro

licensing categoryas - I Harmonize export control systems to .
the UK and Japan  Waasenaar Arrangement and Australla Group
W for the US to streamline its licensing policy .

US has agreed to pushe India s

b il Indian firms on the Enfities List

prestmption of denial | Isro subsidiaries (4 organizations)

¥ Access tocertain - P DAE subsidiaries in nuclear refated (3 T
categories of advanced  0rganizations) '

items or classified

defence technology b Unsafeguarded N-reactors (8) and facllities-

Information » DRDO subsidiaries like Bharat Dynamics
TIMES NEWS NETWORK cess some critical kinds of tech-
nologies that it wants.
New Delhi: “Increased com- The US will also support In-
merce between the US and In-  dia’s membership to global non-
diacanbeand willbeawin-win  proliferation regimes like

proposition for both nations,”
US president Bdarack Obama

* told top business executives in

Mumbai on Saturday.

While the formal an-
nouncement is expected only
on Monday, the US has decided
to take Isro and four of its sub-
sidiaries and DRDO and its sub-
sidiaries off its entities list. A~
significant removal from the en-
tities list is expected to be.
Bharat Dynamics Ltd with its

four subsidiaries, hinting at fu-

" ture Indo-US ccoperation on
missile defence, because BDL
is part of India’s missile tech-
nology activities.

While that is certain to bring
immediate cheer to the Indian
strategic sector, a more long-
term step by the US will have
greater impact on India’s tech-
nology future,

The US will announce that
India would get out of its coun-
try classification — that is, it
would no longer be on classified
along with Pakistan and North
Korea, but move into a group
populated by US top allies like
the UK and Japan.

In the current classification
system, India cannot even ac-

Wassenaar Arrangement and

Australia Group and, in future,”

Nuclear Suppliers Group.

This means India will have
toharmonise its export control
regimes to these groups. But
membership to these groups
also help India access critical
technolokies, software and
equipment from all countries,
who currently deal with such
sensitive technologies.

Ravinder Pal Singh, inter-
national security expert says,
full scope membership of
Wassenar can enable India to
leverage technologies needed
for satellites, space launch ve-
hicles or propulsion systems for
diverse fields such as environ-
ment and natural resource man-
agement, forestry, agriculture,
fisheries, weather forecasting
and disaster management
through remote sensing, satel-
lite telemetry.

Indian membership to these
groups are a natural conclusion
of the Inde-US nuclear deal.
This means Indian businesses
can finally be the beneficiary
of the deal.
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synchronized  sound ... )
waves known asbianural i ;Approximate prices

Should you try a
mind machine?

They are touted as a tonic for the brain but
experts can't fully prove their effectiveness

Atul Sethl | e

eborah Bennett is a college lecturer
in the UK. For a decade, she has
been religiously using a curious
device to relax after the day’s worlc
It’s a small, hand-held unit, inset with stereo

+ headphones and special glasses with light-

emitting diodes, “The interplay of light and
sound in the machine lulls my mind to a
socthing state,” says Ben.nett “Its regular
use has helped me be-
come calm and con- =
fident and better
equipped to handle
tense situations.”
Bennett's de- =-.
vice—referred to
as a ‘mind ma-
chine’ — has in-
creasingly been
used in the West
and is now gain-
ing popularity
in India.
Udaipur-
based Raj Bap-
na pioneered
one of India’s
first mind ma-
chines in 1993,
He says they
stimulate vari-
ous parts of the
brain. “Brain
waves are of four
types — Alpha,
Beta, Theta and
Delta. Beta stage
is when brain ac-
tivity is at its maxi-
mum. What mind ma-
chines do is take the
brain from the Beta stage

o0 the more relaxed Al- A Mind'machines popular -
- around the world

pha, Theta and Deltalev-
els,” says Bapna.

Most machines use a Sirius

the conscious mind. The moment it gives
up trying to fathom these sound waves, the
stbconscions mind takes over and the per-
son enters a state of relaxation.”

So why use a mind machine? Many peo-

* plefind that it's easier to meditate with it.

Vandana Upreti, who has used a mind ma-
chine for some years, says that the biggest

_advantage is that “it relieves the mind of

thoughts in a shorter time than is possible
normally.” This might be
good news for those just
starting to meditate,
but not so much for
people at an ad-
vanced level.
Newton Kon-
daveti, a Hyder-
abad-based doctor
and hypnotherapist
concurs. “These ma-
chines have their
uses, although the
best way to med-
itate still remains
the natural way.
Also, these
shouldn’t be used
by epileptics or
those seeking
psychiatric
treatment.”
Manufactur-
ers claim that
mind machines
also improve
memory and in-
crease concentra-
’ tion. Preliminary
“et: ' research indicates
;Im;‘:es comcorsis that external stimulus
. can increase the per-
formance of the brainto
some extent, but this is
yet to be validated by ex-
tensive research.
Rudresh Vyas, whe
sgg did a PhD on mind

technique called hemi-
spheric synchronization

.+ Photosonix Nova Pro 5419 £

machines at Gujarat’s
Sardar Patel University,

to achieve this level of

5169 conducted hour-long ses-

relaxation, Developed by - : ~LrOteuS
the US-based Monroe In- ' MindSpa

. sions on a group of stu-
$349 . dents using a mind ma-

stitute, the technique uses - Procyon

+ chine. On comparing
5269 “. this group’s perform-

beats. Each ear hears )

these sounds differently, with slightly dif-
ferent frequencies, which leads to a change
in brain perception.

Bapna's machines use a similar tech-
nique called Dual Auto Peripheral Sug-
gestion. He says different sounds are de-
liberately conveyed to each ear “to confuse

.- Source: AMAZON *  ance with non-users, he

found there was a posi-
tive effect of electromagnetic waves and
rhythmic sound on learning. -

*  However, he says that “better results’

can be achieved if other conventional
methods such as reaffirmation are
combined with the usage of mind
machines.”
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Pancreas-transplant
breakthrough raises
hopes for diabetics

Pisa (Italy): Italian doc-
tors have carried out the
world's first robotically-as-
sisted pancreatic trans-
plant in an operation that
could help diabetes suffer-
erseverywhere, they said.
The robotically-assist-
ed operation “creates new
prospects for the treatment
of diabetics,” because its
“mini-invasive”  nature
strongly reduces post-oper-
. ation complications, the
© team at the university hos-
. pitalinPisasaid. The robot-
. ic technique allows sur-
geons to carry out the
transplant through three
small holes and a 7em inci-
sion, the hospital said.
“Thiswill put anend to
the decades-old dilemma of
whether it's possible to do
pancreatic transplants be-
cause the operation is so in-
vasivewhendone inthetra-
ditional way,” Ugo Boggi,
whoheads the team, said.
The transplant was car-
ried out on a 43-yearold
© mother of two who had suf-
. fered from type one diabetes
. since she was 24 years old
. andhad already had a kidney
fransplant. The patient suf-
fered no complications from

"

SWEET SUCCESS: The 'Da
Vinci SHDI robot’ carries out the
transplant at Pisa's University
Cisanello Hospital

the three-hour operation,
Pancreatic transplants
have been very invasive until
now because of the organ’s
vascular structure and the
fragility of diabetic patients,
who in 50% of cases develop
post-operative problems. The
medical team carried out the
operationwith the assistance
of the “Da Vinci SHDI robot™
— a large machine with sev-
eral arms — designed in the
multidisciplinary  Robotic
Surgery centre in Pisa. are
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Education Dept’s server
hacked; cops fail to act

Case not filed -
despite L-G
instructions

PURUSHARTH ARADHAK | 3
NEW DELHI

Once again DeIhi Police’s
callousness has been
exposed. Even after interven-
tion of the Lieutenant
Governor in a case of hacking
of the Delhi Education
Department’s server, the police
have not taken up the issue.
They have not even filed a case
in this connection.

The accused, Sumeet
Kumar, who impersonated as
an officer of the Education

Department of Delhi, hacked

the server of the department
and created a login as ten-
ders@edudel,nic.in ~ and
rajesh joshi@edudelnic.in and
cheated a Rohini-based annu-
al maintenance entrepreneur.

Sources said the accused
cheated the entrepreneur of T3.5
lakh as earnest money and a new
laptop in the name of providing
him a tender of the Education
Department. The victim, Atul
Kaniyal, had approached the
Delhi Police seeking action
against the accused.

The fraud started in Iu.ne
2009 and continued for almost
one-and-a-half year when the
victim got in touch with the
accused. Sumeet Kumar
promised to Fmv:de the victim
# contract of technical gad ets
like printers, UPS and mo
in Education Department
headquarters and its five other
offices in the Capital.

With the reference of the
accused, the victim applied for
tenders. The victim received
first e-mail from
tenders@edudel.nic.in on June

15,2009 in whlch it was sald that
his quotation had been received.
The sender of the e-mail was
Neeraj Buddiraja, Secretary to

. Additional Dlrectorate of

Education, Delhi NCT. A few
days later, the victim again
received another e-mail regard-
ing acceptance letter of the rate
of annual maintenance.
"Meanwhile, the accused
again established contact with
the victim and demanded a

contacted the Delhi Pohce He |
met the officials in Narela
police station. Instead of taking :
up the issue as it concemeg
national security, the police
officials every time came up
with excuses and did not reg-
ister a case,

Meanwhile, the victim
decided to produce the case
before the MHA (Ministry of
Home Affairs), Delhi Police
and L-G (Lieutenant

brand new laptop for—~Governor), Ion}igl gained

Government use and he
promised to pay the money
within four days. He in this
regard gave the victim a HDFC
bank cheque of Rs 52,000.

The account was main-
tained with Sonepat. The
cheque bounced three times.
The victim then decided to reg-
ister a case against the victim.
He first met the officials of the
Education Department.

The Education Department
passed the buck to NIC
(National Informatics Centre)
department by saying server is
maintained by the NIC and the
department could not do any-
thing in this case. The victim
then established contact with
the NIC Department but no
response was received in this
connection, The victim then

response from L-G office. Some
ofticials with L-G office con-
tacted me and called me. I met
with all the documents. After
investigating the case L-G office
decided to take up the case by
saying case belongs to nation-
al security. L-G office wrote a
letter to the Delhi Police
Commissioner to register a
case in this connection and
investigate the case,” said Atul
Kuniyal, the victim. _
Delhi Police callousness
did not end here. He met
senior officials, but again no
response was received. “I then
established contact with Outer
district police. Delhi Police
offictal without considering
the L-G letter said it is just the
cheque bounce case and noth-
ing else,” Atul added.
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B-School academicians

world

It is not just the green brigade

and the activists — even
prominent international busi-
ness school professors are
gunning for Posco.

A number of academicians
from the Universities of
Massachusetts, Alberta,
Morgan State University and
others based in US, Canada,

- Europe and Asia have written
to Environment Minister
Jairam Ramesh on Saturday
expressing concern over the
¥51,000-crore project in

. Odisha. They have even offered

| their assistance if necessary

“for a solution that takes into

account issues of environmen-
tal and social justice”

Some of the prominent
signatories include Sinéad G
Ruane from University of
Massachusetts Ambherst, David
J Cooper form University of
Alberta, Canada, David Carroll
Jacobs from Morgan State
University, Jose Manuel Alcaraz
from Barna Business School,
Dominican Republic, Rahul
Varman from IIT Kanpur,
India, and Stewart Clegg from
University of Technology,
Australia amongst others.

The letter noted that the
Government of Odisha intends
to take over large tracts of for-
est land and hand it over to a

;‘

w ¥ -

myhlvoevonoﬁorodﬂulraulstaneo,

i necessary, for a solutlon that takes
into account Issues of environmental

and soclal justice

global mining giant, while dis-
lacing communities that have
ved there for generations and
use the forest sustainably for
their livelihood. “Even as India
seeks to find a prominent place
among the industrialised
nations of the world, it must
not do so at the cost of demo-
cratic norms and constitution-
al rights, especially those of
poor and marginalised com-
munities,” they observed.
According to them, the

development projects across
the world must be preceded by
a rigarous socio-econemic
study, whose cost-benefit
analysis must include the
impact of this development
on the lives and livelihoods of
the pecple who inhabit the
affeglt.}eld are?s.

e professors argued that
based on the recen:rlil[l:ort on
NC Saxena and ‘that of the
Mining Zone People’s
Solidarity Group, betel vine

Posco

growers in the Posco regioﬁ
currently earn a modest sum of
240,000 per through their
sustainagle g;acrﬁce of g;riﬂlll?
ture on a small piece of land.
The Government of Odisha is
offering them what appears to
be an unfair compensation in
the form of a one-time pay-
ment of 11,500 for that small
part (called a decimal). “We
strongly believe that while
nation-States seek economic
growth, they must not do so at
the expense of the future of
Koor communities and their

abitats, especially those from
which they derive their liveli-
hood,” they contended.

“It is our experience and
observation that multination-
al corporations that seek to
appropriate public land for
their profit-making activities
often over-emphasise the ben-
efits of their project for local
communities. The MZPSG
report disputes the contention
of the Government of Odisha
that the Posco Eroject will cre-
ate 8,70,000 jobs in the region
as contrary to the study con-
ducted by the National Council
of Applied Economic Research,

of which POSCO itself was a

sponsor and paid NCAER for
it. This constitutes a clear con-
flict of interest and should be
enough to put the findings of
the report in serious doubt,’ the
letter said.
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By Kavita Chowdhury in New Delhi

AFTER the appointment of a new Delhl
Unlversity vice-chancellor (V-C), the
spotlight Isnow on selecting a new head
for Jawaharial Nehru University (JNU).
After the term of JNU V-C B. B. Bhat-
tacharya ended In June, the Unlon
human resource development ministry
Is keen that a successor Is appolnted at
the earliest.
"._The selection committee, headed by
sclentist K. Kasturirangan, has been
engaged In shortlisting the c e:

Mail Today ND 05.11.10 p-22

Students could have a say in selecting new JNU V-C

The three-member search committee
also Includes Indlan Institute of Sclence
director, Professor P. Balaram and econ-
omist Nitin Desal. .

Hyderabad Central university V-C Pro-
fessor Syed E. Hasnaln Is belng seen as a
strong contender. He was also short-
listed for the post pin DU, but he with-
drew his candldature.

INU Professor B.S. Chimnl, of the Centre
for International Legal Studies Is also
being seen as a likely candidate.

Other JNU faculty members who are In
the contentlon Include Zoya Hasan and

And for the first time, the committee Is
likely to meet students and teachers of
the unlversity before finalising Its rec-
ommendations, . .

3ine

Mridula M Jee — both soclal sclen-
tists — former Rector RaJendra Prasad
and Professor Ravi Srivastav.

There Is also a strong sentiment on the

iicampus that it-ls time for a female V-C.

“We have not had a female V-C tlll date. It
Is time to break the male bastlon,” astu-.
dent sald. | .

After Meenakshl Gopinath, the princl- -

pal of Lady Srl Ram College, was In the
reckoning for DU’s top post, It Is now
INU’s turn to demand a woman boss.

Goplnath, however, pulled out of the
race as did other two contenders,
because of the ongoing turmoll on the
campus with the faculty and adminlstra-
tlon pltted agalnst each other.

In fact, Bhattacharya had attempted to
amend the university Act and ensure a
second term for himself, In Aprll last
year.

He had proposed to raise the Issue In
the executlve councll (EC), but the Jawa-,

harlal Nehru University Teachers Associ{f4 ¢4

atlon strongly opposed the move to
change the JNU Act.

- Students also joined In the protest and
even wrote to the UGC chairperson, ask-
ing him to urgently intervene and stop
the alleged fllegal move.

As a senlor faculty member put it, “JNU
needs a dynamic doer as a V-C. The unl-
versity has lost its standing iIn the aca-
demlic world and Its recent history
shows politically sensitive Issues such as
student reservatlons and faculty reser-
vations have taken centre stage. Stu-
dent electlons have not been held in the
campus for the past three years and
there is mistrust between the student
body and the administration. There Is a
lot of ground that we need to recover

ehivesbeckbrack”

A 4 4 <L e e e e
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IIT Kharagpur heads relied on
“Prez letter’ to run fake institute
Letter appears fake HRD Mlmstry orders probe

Abim TANDON ,
TRIZUNE NEWS Se_nwce

New DeLHI, NOVEMBER 6
-Subsequent directors of the
-IIT Kharagpur, the premiere

technical institutes of India,
- relied on what appears to be

a fake “Presidential Secre-

tariat” letter to run an illegal -
institute on their campus and

award diplomas that had no
-legitimacy. -

The Institute of Electrical

Engineers (IEE) was set up
on the IIT Kharagpur cam-

pus’in 1987 and kept func-.

tioning for all these years
claiming legitimacy of
courses on the basis of a let-
_ter dated January 28, 1987,

written by the then private ~

secretary to the President.
The letter, which appears
fudged, states, “The
Associate  Membership
Examination of the IEE

(India) is recognised at par

with Baccalaureate
(Bachelor/Graduate} degree
in - the Electrical
Engineering of India and

foreign universities . aid - is.

equivalent to the Associate
Membership Examination
of the IEE {London), which
is recognised by India for
the purpose of recruitment
to superior posts under the
Centre.” A copy of the letter
- accessed by The Tribune -
was submitted recently -to
the Ministry of HRD by IIT
Kharagpur . director
Damodar Acharya, who met
HRD Minister Kapil Sibal
to explain and distance him-

self from the issue. Senior:

aerospace professor of IIT
Kharagpur Amit Kumar
Ghosh (hitherto president of

WHO WERE SILENT

W AK Ghosh: Former head,
aerospace; IT’ Kharag-
pur CVO and past JEE ‘

. Chairman

W KL Chopra (1987- 97)
.- Former IT Kharagpur
director i

W 8K Dube {2002 - 07) :
Former director

® SK Lahiri: Het:red daputy
director -

W YP Singh: Retired pro-
fessor and head of Elec-
trical engineering, IIT

% JC Biswas : Retired
- Professor of Electronics
Engineering at 1IT

the 1EE) is now under sus-
pension. Ghosh is claiming
the_involvement of top IIT
brass in the scandal.
Acharya told The Tribune,
“I have nothing to do with

the 1EE. I have given to the -

ministry this letter ¢laimed

to have been written by. the
then private secretary to the

President, awarding legiti-
macy to the said institute.

* This letter is being cifed as -
‘the basis of the institute.”

The ministry has begun
inquiries from the
President’s Secretariat
about the veracity of the
said letter. On close look,
the letter appears fake, for
example, it . uses - odd

expressions like: *“This-
institute will be morg inde- .
pendent”; at another point it .
-says the institute can “fix its

policy based on its needs,
without much thinking
about policy of the govern-

‘ment.” It also suggesfs

names for the institute -
something that is' not the
President’s job. Even the
suggested ‘name keeps

- changing throughout the'

letter’s text.
The question now arises
why the subsequent IIT

directors did not get this

fake letter ‘investigated by

the police earlier. It wag
only last- week after sti- .

dents of the IEE com-

_ plained to the present insti-
- tute director about the poor-

ness of its courses that he
ordered an internal inquiry:
Eventually, a criminal com-
plaint ‘was filed and thé
police stepped in, _question-
ing Ghosh, who is alleged
to have been misusing his
IIT professor tag to lure stu:

dents to join the [BE. . =

-He even held admission’s
for the IEE at his'IIT officd,

-charging each student Rg

27,000 as fee for the course:
He might ultimately be dis-
missed from professorship.-

Ironically, from 2006

onwards, when GhosH .
became the IEE president, e
" also assumed charge of the

IOT’s chief vigilance officet:
But he claims he is not along
inthe scam. The Tribune has

" accessed another letter dated

December 24, 1996, where

" former IIT director KLz

Chopra (now chairman of

the Board of Governors ¢f

NIT Bhopal) endorsed the
IEE courses as being equiva-
lent to,the OT's Electrical
Engineering degree -- this

when the ITTs have no power

to order equivalence “of

_degrees or recognise courses
expect their own degrees. ™
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Two US analysts
conclude India
will never accept
a subordinate
status to America

B r——
AN, 1.t A
Sem———

By Manoj Joshi

RMS and military equip-
ment transfer from the
United States to India is a
major backdrop of President
Barack Obama’s ongoing
visit. It is not that the pr-
esident himself will sign agreements
relating to such acquisitions, but that
his visit will lubricate a process that ha-
s a.lreadv begun with India beginning
to acquire big-ticket items such as we-
apons location radars, maritime {)attol
aircraft and specially conﬁgure
port ai:craft for the Specw.l Forces.
ontracts for ten C-17
heavy transports and 145 ultra-light how-
itzers, and a little further down the assembly
line is the deal for 126 medium multi-role com-
bat aircraft (]

Though the authors offer prescriptions to push
conclusion = that the Indian polltlcal class doesn

(MMRCA).

The thrust of this book is how
America can help India to help itse~
If. In other words, how America’s
particxpation in I.gsdia sbnﬂlitary mo-

nied by the emergence of a shared
strategic vision between the two
countries. The bastc thesis of the
book is accurate — India is underta-
king military modernisation, but in
seems to have a hazy focus asto the
purpose and goals of that process.
The writers have diagnosed the
‘problem as India’s historic strategic
restraint, though there are some ar-
eas where we may quibble with the-
ir ses. It is not clear, for exam-
ple ether India’s posture in the
1965 war and in the western sector
in 1971 was born out of restraint or
the incompetence of its generals. It
is true that in 2008 (after the 26/11
terror attacks on Mumbai) “the
government did not even ask the
army to mobilise against Pakistan,”

but the reason was that it did ask
and while the Air Force and the Navy
were prepared for action, the Army
said it would be several weeks before
it could be ready for operations.
The book provides a set of pre-
scn tions as to how India can be
ed in a manner that it is better
ed to American interests —
wl'uch, of course, the authors e,
is also in the Indian interest — but
its basic conclusion is pessimistic.
“We believe that this state of arming
without aiming will continue into
the future,” the authors say because
there seems to be a

trust of the armed forces. This is
manifested by the reluctance of the
National Democratic Alliance and
the United Progressive Alliance gov-
ernments to appoint a Chief of
Defence Staff who could trigger a
significant reform in the manage-
ment and procurement practices of
the armed forces.

Paradoxically, all reports of the
parliamentary committees dealing
with the armed forces are strongly
sup ortive of their acquisitions and

. But when it comes to govern-

p-26

ndla in a manner that is better aligned to American Interests,
't want to set up Institutional mechanisms to make the country

arm without aiming, the process of
the development of the nuclear arse-
nal underway could lead to some
rethinking in the political class. This
is because once India deploys its
nuclear-propelled submarine fitted

with ballistic missiles, the govern-

ment will have to think hard about
re-delegating nuclear weapons
unch authority, and mull the issue
of keeping the warheads and mis-
siles separately.
Despite the overall thrust of the
book which is on how India can

ment actmn, the

Wis-
dom” among the politicians that
while military modernisation needs
to be supported, there was no need
to also provlde the mstitutlonal
mechanisms thal tobe
more strategic: ass
The authors_ do not go deep
enough in examining why the coun-
try’s politicians have acollective dis-

The chapter titled "I‘he Reluctant
Nuclear Power’ has an important di-
scussion on India’s nuclearisation

rocess. Given the peculiarities of

e civil-military relations in India,
the authors point to the major issues
that India confronts in adopting a
credible deterrent posture vis-a-vis
Pakistan and While you can

— a legiti-
mate theme from the American
point of view — the authors have
come up with good suggestions.

eir recommendation that the US
work with India on an initiative to
create a nuclear restraint regime in
Asia, involving China, India
and Pakjstan is well taken. The
unrestrained growth of the Pakistani
arsenal points to the need for this.

ey draw a pessimistic
-ategically assertive

But it is likely to pose a dilemma for
Indian deterrent towards China
because we do not have an ade-
quately tested thermonuclear
weapon. As Mail Today revealed last
{ear, there are serious doubts about
he efficacy of the therinonuclear
weapon test in Pokhran in 1998.

The authors have useful sugges-
tions on the manner in which Indian
deployments and doctrines can be

tweaked to assist Pakistan to “ret-

rain and redirect” the bulk of its for-
ces away from the Indian obsession.

The key insight in the book is its
assessment that India will never
accept a relationship where it is
placed in a subordinate position,
and that an American partnership

with India, would be akin to its rela-
tionship with France which “pur-
sues a ruggedly independent foreign
policy with the larger strategic
objective of. reducmg America to
‘normal’ proportions
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Yale University signs
MoU with IIT-K, 1IM-K

NEW DELHI: Indian Institute of
Management (IM)-Kozhikode,
Indian Institute of Technology (IT)-
Kanpur and Yale University, USA
have entered into a partnership to
advance higher education in India
through academic leadership devel-
opment programmes for higher edu-
cation leaders in india and through
research on indian higher educa-
tion.

A Memorandum of Understanding
(Mol) in this regard was signed
between Dr Richard Levin, President
of Yale University, Dr. Debashis
Chatterjee, Director of M -
Kozhihode, and Dr Sanjay Dhande,
Director of IIT - Kanput in the pres-
ente of Union Minister for Human
Resource Development (HRD) Kapil
Sibal and Minister of State for HRD
D. Purandeswari, here,

Speaking on the occasion, Kapil
Sibal said that this partnership,
which will take effect from January
2011, will be sited in two new
Centers of Excellence for
Academic Leadership (CEAL) to be
established at lIM - Kozhikode and
HT - Kanpur.

“The partnership will begin with a
term of five years, and could be
renewed thereafter,” he added. He

also said that a six member commit-
tee with equal participation from the
three partnering institutes will
determine the norms/qualifications
for participating in these leadership
programmes, ‘
The flagship programme of the part-
nership wiil be a new “India - Yale
University Leadership Programme,”
to be developed by Yale University
in consultation with M - Kozhikode
and lIT - Kanpur, that will expose
university and academic leaders in
india at the levels of vice-chancellor,
director, and deans to the best prac-

. tices of academic administration

and institutional management in the
United States,

Yale University, M - Kozhikede, and
HT - Kanpur
would also
engage in joint
faculty research
on higher edu-
cation and
collabo-
rate to

arganise workshops and seminars
on relevant areas of academic
administration and leadership.

The first programmes under the
agreement would take place in 2011
in New Haven, Connecticut.

Yale President Richard Levin stated,
“Yale is pleased to undertake this
important and much needed effort
on higher education with lIM -
Kozhikoede and iiT - Kanpur.

We look forward to warking with
them to advance the cause of higher
education in India by sharing what
we have learned over three cen-
turies as an institution and we simi-
larly look forward to learning from
our partners in India in this age of
globa!l education.”
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